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THE INDIVIDUAL AND THE FAMILY SETTING* 


Temple University Medical Center 


When used noun the word, individual, seems in- 
nocuous enough. But adjective this word takes 
dynamic significance. becomes synonomous with ego- 
istic. going ask you consider this phenomenon 
semantics because has significance the family setting. 
submit that some our greatest problems family life 
arise because the individuals the family are too egoistic 
their thinking and actions for the welfare all con- 
cerned. Too many families represent failure group 
action because each member remains too individual, too 
egoistic. 

The semantics here probably unfortunate. Individual- 
istic has wider meaning than egoistic. means the things 
which are unique person—that which expresses the 
differences between one person and another. Most 
would prefer this meaning. But much our social thinking 
stresses the rights and privileges the individual the 
egoistic sense. This has its virtues, but when prevails 
family life seems result someone losing out. All too 
often the child. So, are going plead that mem- 
ber the family exercise his individual rights, should 
ask what the result will this pursued too far each 
family member, particularly the adults. 

are all aware the eccentric individualist either 
sex the family—the irascible tyrant, the alcoholic, the 
extreme isolationist, the compulsive worker, the hypo- 
chrondiac, the idle, shiftless one. not about these that 
shall speak. Rather should like place before you the 
individualism the supposedly normal average person. 

Let take Steve and Ann Baker. Steve the average, 
young American man. may employed may 
business for himself. His outlook might the same 
that young man magazine cartoon who shown 
telling friend, just met terrific girl—good looking, 
well educated, good cook and interesting with— 
better watch step.” What saying? really 
saying, had better restrain natural inclinations 
lose comfortable life doing exactly please 
and living for myself and have give part time, 
energy and interest woman.” 


address given before the annual meeting the Oregon 
State Conference Social Welfare, Portland, Oregon, March, 1959. 
Professor and Head the Department Psychiatry. 
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Young Men Not Prepared 


This may seem amusing comment about neu- 
rotic young man. Truth is, the picture all too applicable 
many young men. Yet, when consider our current 
thinking, could not otherwise. Most families 
feel they must give their sons every opportunity for indi- 
vidual, personal development. Parents want their sons 
have the best schools, have the best play equipment, 
attend the best camps, wear the best clothes, live the best 
neighborhoods, and have the best kind experiences 
every way for development and welfare. 

This sounds quite wonderful doesn’t it? Generous and 
self-sacrificing. But there very serious flaw it. These 
parents this their sons were living for 
themselves forever. These fond parents have, their 
mind’s eye, the picture Steve going into big business 
organization well prepared move the ladder rapidly. 
they see him young physician caring for the sick, 
his superiors while they glow with pride his accomplish- 
ments. They see him only individual—never some- 
body’s husband. Some parents might say they don’t 
these things for their own gratification. They want their 
son able live for himself. They want him in- 
dependent, “to himself.” Fine, for the individual, say 
but far marriage, home and children are concerned, 
this type development most inadequate. still 
leaves out the fact that young man must, addition 
his other accomplishments, able get along with 
woman, make her happy, enhance her emotional growth, 
take part the care and growth children. other words, 
give great deal himself way that many young 
man this country poorly prepared do. Even de- 
voted parents suppose their son will getting married 
some day they think, “Well, she’ll lucky girl and what 
good husband will make with his good looks, his edu- 
cation and everyone liking him well!” 

Let look for moment how the well educated, well 
liked Steves make out marriage. Steve courts Ann 
with varying amount love and very little concern 
about her personality. After all, who taught him anything 
about women? Certainly not his mother who may have 


acted unhappy worried times but kept most her 
true feelings about marriage discuss with his father, 
could listen and understand. couldn’t, she told 
them friend just kept her feelings herself. Cer- 
tainly Steve’s father didn’t tell him anything about women 
because, the first place, didn’t know very much and 
what did know wouldn’t cricket, felt, tell his 
son. would only disillusion the boy set his mind 
thinking the wrong channels. 

Fact is, most fathers are too embarrassed talk their 
sons about women. They can’t talk about their feeling for 
mother because that area too “sacred.” They can’t talk 
about their feelings for any other women because that 
considered immoral. So, Steve grows conspiracy 
silence home, and most what learns about women 
learns from reading Esquire, Playboy, looking TV, 
from what hears pool rooms and smoker discus- 
sions. his high school gave course marriage and the 
family probably did not take because considered 
unnecessary for the credits needed for college. 
did take such course, probably had criticize 
being too sentimental, too theoretical, too early 
use him. 


The Marriage Begins 


So, after deciding that Ann quite attractive, that 
hearing too many critical comments about his being 
bachelor, that would nice have his sexual needs met 
regularly and that marriage offers new experience appro- 
priate his years, and Ann the altar. The mar- 
riage works happily enough for few months. Both try, 
consciously, please each other. Both use company man- 
ners each other. But soon Steve begins come home 
from work more preoccupied. His enthusiasm for Ann 
personality cools. comes home, kisses her perfunctorily 
and asks for the paper. When she asks what kind day 
has had, replies “the usual.” feels obligation 
entertaining. does not bother remember in- 
teresting incidents tell her. Actually, hasn’t even 
tried make his work interesting from the beginning, 
that anything connection would have much 
meaning. His love making becomes more perfunctory. 
may have read heard about the needs woman for 
satisfying sex life marriage but ignores them 
being unimportant. anatomically too inhibited 
utilize this knowledge, too lazy selfish try. 

any case, the unfortunate result that Ann feels un- 
appreciated and unresponsive. accuses her being 
cold. She counters with the response that never makes 
love her except when wants sex—and the well known 
disillusionment between husband and wife begins. Both 
hoped that their marriage would different and that 


sexual romance would endure, but does all too rarely. 

addition growing apart sexually, Steve may 
sufficiently self-centered lacking understanding 
cool critical about Ann’s friends and family. 
doesn’t see why and Ann can’t live for each other. 
decides that his advancement requires that curtail social 
life during the week can get his rest. Even over the 
week ends refuses plan for something social enter- 
taining because “may not feel like when the time 
comes.” Ann, the other hand, cannot, least feels 
she cannot, fall into sudden suggestion and they be- 
come mutually recriminatory about “never doing any- 
thing interesting.” They along this way until Ann 
becomes pregnant either accidentally, because they 
agree that time have child. But before picture 
how the mutual individualism works when pregnancy 
begins, let back for moment Ann and the family 
attitudes which made her the girl she is. 

The same attitudes prevail for Ann prevailed for 
Steve. Her parents, regardless income, tried give her 
the best everything get her ready for life. But are 
they, Steve’s parents did, preparing her through 
life alone? Not exactly, but almost. few parents other- 
wise. They advocate career strongly for their daughter 
that she becomes career woman and eschews marriage, 
she marries reluctantly, lives half heartedly and re- 
proaches her husband for luring her away from fame. All 
too often family will handicap girl taking stand 
all. They imply that she will unquestionably marry and 
she should get ready for best she can. Parents could 
advocate career specific about combination 
both. They could teach their daughter something 
useful and learn well she can work before marriage, 
various times during marriage she needs to. Such 
training would avoid the dilentantism with which 
many women are cursed. Too many women are poorly 
prepared for marriage and absolutely unprepared for any- 
thing else. They cannot keep set books, they cannot 
nurse sick person, they cannot take letter shorthand 
and type it, they cannot teach class children 
social work. fact, they cannot anything. Too many 
are “educated” but untrained fill positions which would 
pay them salary make them useful the many places 
where help needed. 


Not Educated for Marriage 


Ann, for instance, educated. She has college degree. 
She majored History and English. She loved Steve and 
everyone thought they would ideally happy. But just 
Ann wasn’t specifically trained for any job out the 
working world, she wasn’t trained for taking care 
man, his home, his friends, his career. How could she have 
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been? Mother took care her, her room, her clothes, 
even arranged her parties. Father paid the bills, sent her 
camp, even Europe one summer. Mother had never 
taught her responsible for anything. Mother had not 
even told her about the details running home much 
less contrived visit friend for week and leave Ann 
completely charge everything, including father. 
Mother had preferred think herself too indispen- 
sable for that. She would rather take care Ann than sub- 
ject her such apprenticeship. she ever thought 
Ann and her marriage adjustment, she must have thought, 
“She’ll muddle through somehow. did.” But “muddle 
through” isn’t good enough. “Muddling through” makes 
women anxious. gives them the anxiety not being sure, 
and people don’t like things for which they have 
confidence things for which they never receive approval 
and approbation. 

Did Ann have any knowledge men? Not from mother. 
Mother didn’t want share with Ann what her husband 
had complained about her. She didn’t want tell how 
they had worked out—if they did work out. Mother 
would have considered this too intimate, too personal. 
After all, why disillusion her. She was sure Ann would 
marry the perfect man, even she It’s better not 
tell the young too much about life. gives them ideas. 

What ideas gives them mothers don’t make very clear. 
Surely, would better they realized that doesn’t 
help start the complex experience marriage without 
ideas. Moreover, married life has worked well mother 
should give her daughter ideas how such successful 
marriage came about. has not worked well she 
should have evolved some good ideas how her 
daughter could make her’s work better. rarely happens 
this way. Only silence considered moral and proper, and 
parents try hide from their children both their feelings 
toward each other and their mistakes well. They may 
even have achieved some wonderful triumphs, but they 
have hide their feelings and mistakes they usually hide 
these triumphs well. 


any case, Ann goes naively into marriage with Steve. 
She finds Steve adequate lover for the first six months, 
but when begins take her for granted and un- 
ceremoniously grab her, something her begin rebel. 
She doesn’t know how explain Steve what she would 
prefer his approach be. Besides, she reasons, special 
way unique women, “if loves enough would 
know what wanted.” Arguments follow this and other 
things until they agree that having baby promises them 
both new kind pleasure and experience. When Ann 
becomes pregnant she becomes interested the new sen- 
sations her body and the advice her doctor. She 
hurt that Steve does not share her interest. But Steve 
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reasons that since not carrying the baby, why should 
get excited. Besides, such interest seems rather un- 
masculine. Steve had had all his family’s interest centered 
him—remember. hadn’t been taught concern 
himself much about the feelings others. was raised 
have his individuality catered to—not someone else’s. 


Frustration Increases 


Ann gets further along her pregnancy. She becomes 
less interested satisfying Steve’s sex needs. She thinks 
more her comfort and has some awareness that might 
bad for the baby. Steve resents the fact that she doesn’t 
show more sympathy, least for his plight. And, so, 
third individual about born into this environment 
where two individuals have been getting increasingly 
frustrated with each other. They didn’t know marriage was 
going like this. They didn’t know parenthood was 
going like this. Eventually, Steve, Jr. born. The 
new parents and their respective families are delighted for 
few days. Then they all settle into new routine. The 
baby has many and consistent needs. makes his needs 
known repeatedly. Ann gets tired meeting these needs 
even though she had wanted child. She hopes that Steve 
will help and asks him. responds grudgingly because 
feels that taking care babies woman’s work. Be- 
sides, works hard the breadwinner, doesn’t he? Steve 
still the individual. recalls was Ann’s idea about 
the baby anyway. could have waited little longer for 
parenthood. Ann resents the fact that Steve doesn’t enjoy 
his son more. After all, she went through good deal 
bring his son into the world. The least can show 
his pleasure and appreciation even doesn’t want 
help. 

Meanwhile some the baby’s needs are going begging 
even his mother pretty prompt with his meals. 
needs appreciated and enjoyed and both his par- 
ents seem preoccupied with themselves. Ann feeling 
sorry for herself because she has had give much 
from the beginning. There isn’t quite much glamour 
and prestige motherhood she thought. The baby wants 
lot from her and hard just enjoy him for what 
is—a noisy little bundle, demanding constant care. Steve 
the throws big deal that will put him ahead fi- 
nancially and can’t get much enthusiasm for son who 
can’t even call him daddy yet. Besides, his son captur- 
ing much Ann’s interest and energy that she can’t 
really take care Steve’s emotional needs nearly well 
she did year ago. Why the kid like real rival for 
Ann’s affections. 

The more Steve and Ann are preoccupied with their 
unmet needs, the more the baby prone yell for more 
attention. The more yells, the more unpopular 


becomes. But doesn’t know this, nor Steve and 
Ann know that would calm down they could under- 
stand what wants terms being enjoyed and 
appreciated and give him. So, starts early 
the dissatisfied brat and they start become the com- 
plaining parents. They all make uneasy peace—no 
one getting what wants. Steve and Ann remain too 
individualistic able submerge themselves the 
needs their child for awhile—long enough give him 
the feeling being welcome and important. Ann misses 
her freedom visit her girl-friends. Both miss the free- 
dom out with the gang. Both miss the care they took 
each other. Even didn’t satisfy them before the 
baby came, they have even less now. 


Responsibility Without Joy 

the child grows needs watching, care, concern, 
baby sitters, clothes, schools. Somehow isn’t enjoy- 
able Steve and Ann. responsibility without joy. 
the child grows without joy cannot get any 
more joy from living than beamed him from his 

And here one the great lacks family living. Its 
various members don’t enjoy such living enough. they 
did, parents wouldn’t afraid and ashamed talk about 
and make some effort get their children ready for it. 

Steve and Ann being individualists. Steve puts his 
thoughts and energy into improving his standing, his 
position and his income his business. This takes psychic 
energy and does not make enough available for Ann 
his son. Ann, not getting enough from Steve his 
woman, turns her clothes, her home, some bridge and 
little community activity. The youngster grows into an- 
other unthinking, unfeeling citizen, picking best 
can from his teachers and classmates what important. 
may learn that important get good grades be- 
cause will get him good job, good income and lots 
material things. has already learned that has en- 
joyed more than anything the material things his parents 
have brought him. 

may learn, also, Ann and Steve are too preoccupied 
with their individualistic pursuits that more pleasant 
loaf, cut classes, daydream than his home- 
work. There are many escapes from responsibility. Per- 
haps junior can escape these grow another 
Steve. 

What happens Steve and Ann? Steve becomes success- 
ful. and Ann take vacations together. They have their 
group friends. They don’t quarrel much. But they 
have missed great deal and they know it. too per- 
sonal; would too painful talk about. They couldn’t 
through with it. would have start accusa- 


tion toward each other. Each would have say the 
other, “You failed me,” and the same time able 
restrain his hurt feelings and anger this accusation. They 
would have talk until they understood that each had 
failed the other. Then they might say why this had hap- 
pened and would have admit they didn’t know enough 
when they started family life. Both Steve and Ann would 
have see that their parents had failed them and they 
would have decide that they would something 
different. 

Before discussing what Steve and Ann could do, let’s 
ask ourselves could talk with each other about our 
own failures regard our children. Have made our 
children ready for marriage? Have even made our 
own marriage the successful thing should be, the ex- 
perience hoped for and wanted be? can 
honestly say have, then have only gain the cour- 
age talk our children about how did it. 
didn’t make come out right, could try honest 
about with the children. 

Such honesty makes people terribly afraid—just about 
afraid going into jungle unarmed. fact, are 
afraid truth the human relations marriage and 
family life, that not only not talk about ourselves 
but not even dare let anyone else talk for us. 
not use, except rare instances, the only forum have 
for such talk—our schools. For those who say they are 
well enough prepared the job properly, say, first 
admit that the job needs doing, then give the schools 
and let them get ready. will never get done home, 
that completely certain. Each member the family 
still too much individual for such altruistic en- 
deavor. 


Conclusions and Suggestions 


have tried, what have said this point, 
show why mental health principles not operate more 
spontaneously and naturally the home. believe there 
knowledge mental health principles our communi- 
ties. Just everyone knows better ethic than lives by, 
possesses more mental health knowledge than can 
apply. prevented from applying reason his 
fears and his inhibitions. Parents want their children 
strong and healthy. But they are afraid giving too much, 
loving too much, telling too much the truth. The family 
too protective itself some ways, too ungenerous 
others. They end taking poor care each other. 
need the objectivity teachers who would step and 
open the minds the young what parents cannot bear 
look because their love self. 

This not easy think through, but have tried 
make clear portraying the marriage and family life 
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Steve and Ann. What Steve needed understand 
more the nature his wife and child and the necessity 
being prepared meet their needs. Who will help him 
learn your family your community? What Ann 
needed was know more about the nature man and 
child and prepared meet these needs they ap- 


peared. are all social workers here but are all citizens 
with citizenship responsibility well. How will your com- 
munity help the Ann’s? the Steve’s. have indicated what 
feel the way but outside specialist can give you 
easy formula. each community think out and 
act upon concrete plan endeavor. 


SEMANTICS AND SEXUAL COMMUNICATION* 


KIRKENDALLT 


Oregon State College 


Participating research sexual behavior and exten- 
sive experience sex education and personal counseling 
have convinced that face certain semantic difficul- 
ties when try improve understanding about sexual 
matters. Our language, the words use, and the defini- 
tions employ reflect our feelings, our concepts, and our 
scope knowledge. This true with sex anything else. 

When lack words express minute variations and 
subtle differences, when words simply reinforce our prej- 
udices, when our attitudes permit express our- 
selves circumscribed fashion only, communication 
hampered and ineffective. This turn interferes with 
clear understanding. 

Communication difficulties concerning sex arise from 
least four conditions. 


Words which describe the degree quality sexuul 
behavior are few. The word “intercourse” used de- 
scribe all heterosexual congress, and sometimes homo- 
sexual associations well. sexual contact with pros- 
titute intercourse; sexual relationship between 
loving husband and wife. sexual association entered 
spirit bravado hostility equated, far termi- 
nology concerned, with one entered with attitude 
affectionate sharing, earnest desire procreate. 
Yet, qualitatively speaking, these are very different ex- 
periences. 

“Copulation” might better term denote those 
associations which represent simply genital union and 
physical release. “Intercourse” could then reserved 
for associations which represent interchange and 
sharing feelings between the partners. This distinction 
would mean that two persons could have “copulation” 
will, but that “intercourse” would have achieved. 


Many persons, even among the married, who think they 


The ideas advanced this article have developed from re- 
search receiving financial support from the Committee for Research 
Problems Sex the National Academy Sciences. 

Professor Family Life. 
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have had intercourse have experienced only copulation. 
Just because person sexually experienced proof 
that has had intercourse. 

All sexual associations are referred “relationships” 
and the participants “partners”. Actually the words 
“contact” “episode” much more appropriately describe 
casual, transitory associations, and the participants are 
more nearly “opponents” “protagonists” than they are 

All male-female sexual unions before marriage are re- 
ferred “premarital intercourse”. The only reason 
for this designation that the persons involved are un- 
married. great many these associations are “pre-” 
nothing; they are simply “non-marital copulations”. When 
the motivations some these experiences are examined 
they are clearly “anti-marital” associations. Sex may 
used block ward off marriage well anticipate 
it. The only genuine “premarital intercourse” would seem 
between those unmarried persons who genuinely love 
and respect each other, and who truly anticipate marriage. 

Family Relations, Los Angeles, notes another deficiency 
terminology. says: 


“The term, foreplay, should give way more bal- 
anced and natural expression. The term arose time 
when the woman was considered little more than 
instrument male satisfaction, and carried through 
period which acquired rudimentary knowledge 
feminine capacity experience sexual pleasure. de- 
scribes what the man did the woman enable her 
get satisfaction and gain for himself. 

need term for two happy, loving people mutually 
active and receptive affectional and stimulating 
experience which not merely but which has its 
own value integral phase complete intercourse.” 


author acknowledges the value discerning comments 
Mr. Hoover several points this article. Mrs. Sophia Stack- 
house, Salem, Oregon, also read the first draft and made helpful 
suggestions. 
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lack knowledge concerning the nature and sig- 
nificance various aspects sex leads semantic dif- 
ficulties. The difficulty implicit some the illustra- 
tions just given, but others can added. One found 
our use the words “homosexual” “homosexuality”. 
These words are frightening. Few parents can tolerate the 
idea their children becoming involved “homosexual” 
practices. Many people were astounded and greatly wor- 
ried over data appearing the first Kinsey Report show- 
ing that about per cent all males had “homosexual” 
experiences. “Homosexuality” means these people 
unalterable fixation and abhorrent practice. Actually 
the Kinsey figures are high they because they include 
“early adolescent genital play” between members the 
same sex. Few individuals, engaging such genital play, 
are fixated homosexuals; they are curious and uninformed 
about sex, and are expressing their interest ways com- 
mon their age and developmental level. 

The word blanket term which 
confuses, and many times, frightens. Adults masturbate; 
young children. When the word applied both 
groups the interpretation that the same kind behavior 
being described. Actually small children usually engage 
genital manipulation, play, fondling, rather than 
masturbation. Adult masturbation may represent occa- 
sional, chance experience, may deeply fixiated 
practice. Here again need words which will distinguish 
some these very important differences. 

“Sex drive” another term which has clearly defined 
usage. some biological manifestation conditioned 
hormonal conditions. others represents psy- 
chological impulse toward sexual expression. Almost al- 
ways when the term used relation behavior 
implies motivation. 

pointed out earlier article*, “sex drive” the 
expression often used when “sexual performance” being 
discussed. “Sex drive” said vary greatly from indi- 
vidual individual (as but this probably much 
more psychological than physiological difference. The 
real physiological difference probably “capacity” for 
sexual response rather than “drive”. far behavior 
concerned, motivation seemingly determines “sex drive” 
rather than drive being motivation itself. 

When are able determine clearly how “sexual 
performance” and “sexual capacity” are related “sex 
drive” and work with all three these interrelated con- 
cepts, will have improved the semantics involved 
understanding sex. 


valuable analysis attitudes toward masturbation, see 


Lester Dearborn, “The Problem Masturbation”. Marriage and 
Family Living, (February, 1952), pp. 46-55. 

Lester Kirkendall, “Toward Clarification the Con- 
cept Male Sex Drive”, Marriage and Family Living, (Novem- 
ber 1958), pp. 367-372. 


Just plain lack agreement definition the 
bottom some semantic difficulties, e.g., the use the 
word masturbation already noted. Homosexuality, 
which may also called “inversion”, “homogenic love”, 
“homoeroticism”, “contrasexuality” and still other terms 

Alfred Kinsey* was quite conscious semantic prob- 
lems, and both his first two volumes began several 
his chapters with section definitions. His concern 
was, course, from research point view, rather than 
from any philosophical concept sex, reflection 
particular value framework. 


powerful need display delicacy and dif- 
fident about sex lead semantic difficulties. are, per- 
haps, moving somewhat from under the shadow this 
difficulty. The evidences are still about us, however. 
Thus the genital organs are referred “the private 
parts”. are likely refer any couple who have 
had sexual connection having been “intimate”. Cer- 
tainly there nothing intimate about most casual copula- 
tions, unless that the two have exposed the genital 
parts their bodies each other. 

Only recent years have been able use the word 
“pregnant” openly. Formerly such expressions “in the 
family way” delicate condition” were used. “Men- 
struation” was taboo word, and the substitute 
expressions commonly had frightening tone about them 
curse”, “bleeding”, “sick”. Her “monthly” 
are less frightening but just evasive. Everyone 
can remember when the venereal diseases had re- 
ferred “social diseases”. The blanket expression 
ual offense” shields the hearer from any disturbing in- 
formation what actually took place. 

Recently came across discussion addressed boys 
who had experienced “impure movements the 
reference which presume referred erections occurring 
during dating upon thought girls. 

Some professional workers feel the need every occa- 
sion use scientific terminology create purposeful 
and/or dignified attitude toward sex possible. These 
persons are often unable cope with the semantic prob- 
lems (which are really emotional nature) involved 
the use four-letter Anglo-Saxon words for sex, com- 
pared with scientific vocabulary. the one hand they 
cannot bear hear themselves pronounce the folk words. 
the other hand they find hard realize that some 
persons, who have always used four-letter words, are 
equally ill-at-ease with scientific terms—if they know them 
all. Thus they are unable bridge the chasm which the 

Alfred Kinsey, al., Sexual Behavior the Human 
Male, Philadelphia: Saunders, 1948, See also Alfred Kin- 


sey, al., Sexual Behavior the Human Female, Philadelphia: 
Saunders, 1953. 
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language has created between themselves and the persons 
they wish help. 

directness sexual communication also said: 


and ‘intercourse’, words, are too long 
and awkward. They represent labored approach 
sexual communication. are have tension-free 
speech, simpler terms must emerge. This may come 
through freeing the “four-letter words” their vulgar 
connotations, through the development new terms. 
Why have active verb for sexual union? There 
none unless which suggests the absence 
minimal feeling content. Imagine saying, ‘They were 


intercoursing’.” 


Judgmental attitudes® are reflected semantic dif- 
ficulties. Evidences this difficulty are all about us, too, 
though certainly less than formerly. Sexual deviations 
are less often referred con- 
notes willful turning away from the right. Masturbation 
has been “self abuse” “the solitary sin”, while nocturnal 
emissions have been regarded “corruptions”. 

Sometimes our judgmental terms, loaded with scorn and 
rejection, injure innocent parties. Children born out 
wedlock are sometimes “bastards” possibly “children 
sin”. the best they are likely “illegitimate 
children”. 

The extent which have standardized and accepted 
traditional sex roles reflected our language. Thus 
almost always say “men and women”. Amram Scheinfeld 
felt that this expression reflected the prevailing belief 
masculine superiority. When found scientific evidence 
frequently refuting this belief entitled his book 
masculine-feminine differences, Women and 
social situation, probably gesture chivalry the mode 
address “Ladies and Gentlemen”. 


Op. cit. 

analysis basic judgments and moral thinking found 
William Cole. Sex Christianity and psychoanalysis. New 
York: Oxford University Press, 1955. 

New York: Harcourt, Brace, 1943. 


ANNUAL MEETING—NCFR 


The annual meeting the National Council Family 
Relations will held August 19-21, 1959 State Col- 
lege, Ames, Iowa. Aaron Rutledge, program chairman, an- 
nounces that the theme will “Growing Individual Values 
Within the Family.” addition general sessions with 
outstanding speakers, there will meetings research; 
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Ask anyone and they know dominated husband 
but what word describes the dominated wife? 
woman Mrs. Ralph Martin; her husband never Mr. 
Beatrice Martin. And view the hostile feelings which 
are often manifested between the sexes, would not 
help supplant “opposite sex” with less value-laden 
term? 

The double standard sexual peers through 
various our verbal expressions. Thus speak one 
girl “nice” while another has “gone astray” has 
“fallen”. not speak boy the same terms. 
has “sowed his wild oats”. promiscuous man may 
“Don Juan” “Casanova”; his consort “tramp”, 
“slut”, Unmarried women have been attempt- 
ing replace the stigma being “old maid” with 
adaptation which associates their status with masculinity. 
They prefer called “bachelor girls”. 

Semantic difficulties associated with the double standard 
are reflected other points. Thus, always speak “the 
prostitute problem” “prostitute relationship” 
though only the woman was involved. Should not speak 
the “patron-prostitute problem”? Whenever there 
prostitute there also patron. And, ever, instead 
conventionally defining immorality participation 
sexual acts come define the process defiling 
corrupting relationships, may for another 
semantic surprise. may find that the male, rather than 
the female, the “prostitute”. 

Our semantic difficulties should gradually eliminated 
through free discussion which enables correct mis- 
conceptions, gain better perspectives, and objectify our 
attitudes. Discussion needs based upon research, 
however; particularly research which reveals the innu- 
merable aspects sex and the variety ways in- 
corporated into the lives people. This long-term, 
but challenging, task. 


Ira Reiss, “The Double Standard Premarital Sexual 
Intercourse”. Social Forces, (March, 1956), pp. 224-230. 


parent education; family life education the community, 
schools, and colleges; religion; cooperative nursery 
schools; and counseling. Attendance open all. For 
information write the National Council Family Rela- 
tions office, 1219 University Avenue, S.E., Minneapolis 14, 
Minnesota. 
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SHIRLEY 
Olympia, Washington 


The Bellevue Story was written with the incorporation 
the City Bellevue, residential area east Seattle, 
Washington. The study considered such factors the 
probable rate population growth; zoning for future in- 
dustries, businesses, and service institutions; 
ticularly the school system that was serve the com- 
munity. Each area education was studied, and recom- 
mendations were made. The following the description of, 
and the recommendations for the homemaking 


The term “Home Economics” too limited 
meaning description course primarily con- 
cerned with the problem meeting the needs boys 
and girls secondary school age associated with the 
home and family. The need today for broad course 
covering the whole area the family and the home. 

course family life education should open 
both boys and girls, for the most important problems 
family life are the common concern both. 

The program should offer work the areas 
foods, clothing, home management, household fur- 
nishings and other problems related effective home 
planning. Starting with the seventh grade and through 
the twelfth grade, the experiences should organized 
into sequence learning experiences which will 
contribute meaningful pattern resulting the 
acquirement the attitudes, appreciations, habits, 
understanding, and skills basic successful family 
life. 

the present time this program one the best 
offered the Bellevue schools. Complete facilities 
are available the high school which are adequate 
and not elaborate. The junior high school girls must 
transported the high school for their work. Such 
facilities for the general family course must 
provided the junior high school expanded. 

Boys now have opportunity take cooking 
the high school. Perhaps broadening such 
course have deal with broad family living prob- 
lems would better for such students. There appears 

supervisor Home Economics Education. Formerly 


teacher the Bellevue, Washington Junior High School. 
The Bellevue Story, Bellevue, Washington. 


TEACHING FAMILY LIVING JUNIOR HIGH 


some tendency for teachers and pupils think 
home economics the cooking room and sewing 
room instead the home-making department. 
excellent program was started this year conjunc- 
tion with the homemaking apartment. 


With the building new junior high school, the cur- 
riculum for that school was designed accommodate the 
plan established the Bellevue Story. The high school 
homemaking teachers were asked work with the junior 
high principal and the Citizens’ Advisory Board estab- 
lish family life curriculum. One stipulation was that the 
junior high school program should not imitate the senior 
high homemaking curriculum, nor should have the con- 
ventional laboratory room plan. The course was one 
quarter (one hour daily for forty-five days) length, 
for both boys and girls the seventh and eighth 
grades. the ninth grade, girls were have home- 
making course for one semester, while the boys were en- 
rolled metal shop. The ninth grade program will not 
discussed introduction the senior high home- 
making course. 

Preliminary plans were made, and one senior high 
teacher went the junior high school teach the course. 
Revisions were made. After several experiments and 
changes, the curriculum for the seventh and eighth grade 
assumed the following pattern. Each these units cov- 
ered period time from one three weeks length. 
During the nine weeks the course, units were picked 
meet the apparent needs and interests the particular 
class being taught. 


Seventh grade program. 


Being Good Family Member designed 
introduction the family relationships unit the 
seventh grade course study. The emphasis here 
placed getting along with brothers and sisters and 
contributing one’s share the home through accept- 
ing responsibility for household tasks and toler- 
ance and understanding typical family problems. 

the establishment the course 1954 three teachers 


have helped the writer immeasurably the revisions. Miss Betty 
Grocott, Miss Beverly Israel and Mrs. Barbara Isett. 


the coordinator 
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Understanding Personality and Behavior deals 
with such personal characteristics selfishness, bois- 
terousness, bragging, showing-off, shyness, and their 
causes and “cures.” read stories about young 
people and their problems that are similar the 
problems seventh grade boys and girls, helping 
them gain insight into their own problems through 
the activities another person. 


Care Clothes has been included parent re- 
quest. concerned with the development good 
habits relation care and storage clothing. 


Care Money provides the opportunity for the 
seven grade boys and girls learn some techniques 
observing their money habits. Some work done 
consumer buying and student-family relationships, 


The Child Care unit brings several guest speak- 
ers. This includes how entertain the child, good 
employee-employer relationships, and infant care. 
Some work done growth patterns and discipline. 

the unit the Use Leisure Time, the boys and 
girls learn each others’ hobbies well unusual 
and interesting hobbies other people the com- 
munity. Choosing hobby, providing time for leisure 
time activities, and planning for the present and the 
future are considered. 


Care room offers the boys and girls construc- 
tive activities for keeping their bedrooms clean, neat, 
orderly, and safe. They learn how the arrangement 
furniture can accomplish this well give greater 
function the room. Class activities also point out 
how bedroom can made more attractive and 
cheerful expresses one’s personality and interests. 


Being Good Kitchen Helper teaches basic nutri- 
tion, selection foods, importance breakfast, table 
etiquette, and reviews table setting. The students learn 
basic measuring, how use simple recipe, and 
some food preparation. 


Eighth grade program. 


All About You includes the study personality, 
how formed, how judged, and how can 
improved. The unit considers what part environment 
plays shaping the personality. 


Getting Along With Others deals with understanding 
the basic social needs people, and how individuals 
might react their needs are not satisfied. Some work 
done acceptable ways handle strong feelings, 
traits that aid friendships, and problems that con- 
cerns the eighth grade dating matters. 
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Getting Along With The Family provides look 
into both sides family problems. Students discuss 
how meeting their responsibilities helps gaining in- 
dependence. Understanding why brother and sister 
problems arise, and how cope with them also 
considered. 


Building for the Future concern all students 
this age. The majority have some future goal, and 
what doing not doing that may hinder his 
achieving it. The grade counselor can give very good 
resume standardized tests available the students, 
and what the high school program will have offer 
him way preparation for his goals. 


summary the seventh grade curriculum largely 
family centered, and the eighth grade program deals 
more detail with interpersonal relations. 

The nature the course necessitated permissive at- 
mosphere the classroom. The established curriculum 
rigidly followed day after day. During the first session 
the class, check sheets are given the student indicate 
his preference topics. These are tabulated and serve 
basis for planning the course for that particular class. 
other words the specific direction the course stems 
from the interest the class. 

the reader knows conglomeration people does 
not make group. The aforementioned permissive class 
atmosphere quite successful class that has several 
strong leaders, and the students definitely feel themselves 
part the group. When this type leadership 
lacking, the members very often regard the permissive- 
ness lack control the part the teacher. 
quickly apparent, the first type class relatively easy 
stimulate. The second takes great deal push and 
prodding from the teacher ever become “air- 
borne.” 

Before continuing, probably important describe 
some characteristics the seventh and eighth grade stu- 
dents the writer sees them relation teaching 
family-life course. 

Talking with homeroom teachers the seventh and 
eighth grades has verified observation that these stu- 
dents find very difficult read for general information, 
which vital the study relationships. The use 
books references, rather than texts and have the 
framework the course outside the text appears 
perplexing them. 

The student also needs able measure what 
has learned. The student who represents the majority type 
has some self-doubt, needs have his confidence built 
some areas, but generally speaking does not recognize 


his needs. For this student the course what 
has already come accept; although probably has 
never verbalized it, nor given comprehensive thought. 
The task hand find evaluation device that shows 
student what has gained. The student frequently comes 
depend this, and often finds his satisfaction from 
course obtaining high marks such evaluation devices. 

The topics covered are timely, and interest stu- 
dent this age. One boy evaluating eighth grade unit 
made the comment that the subject covered those things 
the “kids talked about among themselves”. The value the 
course not review what the students talk about 
among themselves, but whether not they are gaining 
greater ability for solving their human relationship prob- 
lems. 

common knowledge, knowing and doing are often 
two divergent things. This the leaders problem, able 
pick methods that will not only tell, but also give experi- 
ences; rather than reading how get along with 
others, student should participating such activity 
and learn doing. the reference reading can subtly 
identify the process, this probably its greatest value 
the course. The home practice projects given the seventh 
grader are also value for this purpose. 

Some the teaching methods used will described. 
Literature suggests that approximately eighteen students 
class gives the best results for this type class. How- 
ever, true this may be, unrealistic for required 
course public school. Classes our school usually 
contain thirty-two thirty-six students. important 
that the teaching methods used feasible for large groups. 

Discussion very important this course. However, 
discussion cannot sustained for long periods time 
large group seventh and eighth graders. Perhaps 
could more effectively used smaller groups. Also 
takes very skilled leader take discussion “some- 
where.” this level discussion often becomes simply 
voicing isolated personal experiences which never 
quite helps the group achieve its discussion goals. 

Educational films provide excellent teaching aid. Films 
are the greatest value when théy are integral part 
the topics being considered. Some films are best 
approach the topic, others summary, and still others 
may studied written story would studied. 
get the greatest value from film the teacher must know 
well, and have access the film when will best serve 
the course. This presents difficulty most films are avail- 
able for few days and must ordered weeks advance 
the time required. 

Some the films which our eighth grade students have 
found helpful are: your Personality, Developing 
Friendship, Feeling Left Out, Self-conscious Guy, How 


Say No, Dating Do’s and Don’ts, and You and Your Par- 
These films help eighth graders find answers their 
questions. 

helpful have small group students preview 
the film. They can readily pick out discussion topics that 
will interest the class, well select the im- 
portant points that should emphasized the class dis- 
cussion that follows the film. 

Another useful teaching method the minute drama. 
the students write their own dramas, can provide an- 
other group activity that important this course. 
advisable for the “audience” looking for some 
specific point, i.e. “what reaction would this produce 
the other person?” “What reaction himself?” 

All the methods and activities have related the 
subject matter being considered. Otherwise the activities 
can become end themselves; and while the students 
enjoy them, and gain experience working with others, 
they fail see how the activities are related the topic 
under discussion. 

Rolé playing, which related but considerably more 
complicated than the minute drama, tends difficult for 
the seventh and eighth grader. After adequate experience 
with the minute drama, feasible that group could use 
rolé playing more effectively. 

Buzz sessions are good way initiate discussion 
large group. Every student has chance talk the 
subject. can state his viewpoint four six people, 
sub-group’s recorder can report their sub-group findings 
the class whole and class discussion can follow. 
The value the buzz session the close association the 
small group discussions. Often the reporting back the 
class little merit itself. Here again the student tends 
feel the activity incomplete and without purpose, his 
work not evaluated the teacher. 

There are many other methods: bulletin boards, record- 
ings, commercial educational television programs, stu- 
dent cartoons and rating sheets. Written reports 
marked evidence thought, evidence that the ideas and 
discussions class are being applied his daily life, and 
that the ideas expressed class have been clearly under- 
stood and also worthwhile. 

one method can used too often, and some not more 
than once. What will work one class, may have limited 
appeal another. order teach the course this man- 
ner, the teacher has have considerable resource material 
her finger tips. The course requires great deal day 
day preparation. This often difficult achieve, espe- 
cially the teacher has typical load three four 
different subject preparations for five six classes thirty- 


The films listed are Coronet. 
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two thirty-six students each, plus responsibility for extra- 
curricular activities. 

The program described above has been use with some 
modifications for five years. the beginning was quite 
widely accepted the community. Since the concern for 
more science schools, has been criticized. The criticism 
has not been against the course such, but that the time 
should spent mathematics science. There has 
always been some questions from the parents boys, 
particularly fathers, about the advisability the family 
life curriculum for boys. 

explaining the course parents, the original pur- 
pose discussed. Parents are also made aware the fact 
that designed give boys and girls the type learn- 
ing opportunities which should heighten their awareness 
and appreciation those qualities that into making 
good home. 

The process getting information the public about 
the course needs strengthened. The administration 
has always been very enthusiastic and helpful but the 
teachers have been hesitant having parent nights while 
they are still changing and experimenting with the pro- 
gram. 

The course has been somewhat revised this past year. For 
ease teaching and administrating, the greatest change 
has been the development one semester course hour 
daily for days) the seventh grade level. This will re- 
place the separate one-quarter courses for the seventh and 
hte eighth grades. 

The revised curriculum will incorporate more health 
education than did the former. health being 
used and the present curriculum supplements the material 
the text. The units now use are follows: 


Understanding yourself will include the study 


Shacter, Helen al. You’re Growing and Into Your Teens 
Scott, Foresman, 1954. 


the coordinator Changes Name 


Beginning with the September 1959 issue our journal 
will called the family life coordinator. The new title 
and its accompanying journal family life 
education make more explicit our journal’s content. The 
family life coordinator will continue the official jour- 
nal both the Oregon Coordinating Council Social 
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such topics growth patterns, social needs, why 
people behave they do, handling feelings that 
trouble you, and what about those self-conscious 
feelings. The unit will include some work about school 
troubles they pertain studies and homework. 


Getting Along With Others will concern those char- 
acteristics found people who get along well with 
others, making and keeping friends, and boy and girl 
friendships. The importance manners, grooming 
will discussed. Successful parties, and guest and 
host-hostess responsibilities will considered. 

Living Family will deal with family problems 
such independence, and responsibilities, brother 
and sister trouble, the teenager managing his time and 
money. What and who makes good home will 
considered. 


Healthful Living will teach basic nutrition, food se- 
lection, the importance breakfast, and help over- 
come food prejudices. The students will have op- 
portunity make some adequate breakfasts the 
laboratory, which will learn serve attractively. 
Good health habits, and communicable disease—pre- 
vention and cure will covered this unit. 


Living Safely will give the student information 
about keeping his home safe and healthy. will 
have projects that will focus mainly his room and 
keeping safe, neat and clean. Safety school com- 


munity, and what emergency will also 
included. 


Looking Ahead will have its emphasis planning 
ahead, what does take get and hold job, being 
responsible, and some pointers for baby sitters. 

Insofar this course centered around the health and 
home the student, each unit will have home practice 
project. The project will help the child associate his 
class work with his everyday living habits. 


Hygiene and Family Life and the Pacific Northwest Coun- 
cil Family Relations. Mrs. Carol Stone, Assistant 
Rural Sociologist, Washington State University, will join 
the staff Associate Editor and Lester Kirkendall, 
Professor Family Life Oregon State College, News 
and Notes Editor. 


TEENAGER PERCEPTION FAMILY DECISION MAKING* 


University Oregon 


Decision making appears topic considerable 
interest persons doing research the areas market- 
ing, business administration, industrial psychology, in- 
dustrial sociology and family sociology. Writers the 
family, without making their central focus have been 
concerned with decision making for considerable length 
time. 

early 1927, the basis some the ecological 
studies done Park and Burgess 1920, Ernest Mow- 
rer indicated that the city Chicago could divided into 
five family areas: (1) the non-family, (2) the emancipated, 
(3) the paternal, (4) the equalitarian and (5) the ma- 
This typology was constructed part least, 
the basis who the family was found the decision 
maker given areas the city. 

1945 Ernest Burgess and Harvey Locke ad- 
vanced their thesis that the family was moving from 
institution companionship from pattern auto- 
cratic control pattern democratic 1947 
Meyer Nimkoff reduced Mowrer’s typology three main 
types decision making authority: paternal, maternal 
and equalitarian, with residual fourth, the emancipated 
family, where the problem authority, control deci- 
sion making did not 


revision papers presented the annual meeting the 
Pacific Northwest Council Family Relations, Missoula, Montana, 
March 20, 1959. 

For discussion the participation members these same 
families selected family activities see the articles Theodore 
Johannis, Jr. entitled: “Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teen- 
age Sons and Daughters Selected Family Economic Activity,” 
The Coordinator, (1, September, 1957), pp. 15-16; “Participation 
Fathers, Mothers and Teenage Sons and Daughters Selected 
Child Care and Control Activity,” The Coordinator, (2, December, 
1957), pp. 31-32; “Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teenage 
Sons and Daughters Selected Household Tasks,” The Coordinator, 
(4, June, 1958), pp. 61-62; “Participation Fathers, Mothers 
and Teenage Sons and Daughters Social Activity,” The Coordi- 
nator, (2, December, 1958), pp. 24-25. 

Assistant Professor Sociology and Instructor Sociology 
respectively. 

The authors wish express their appreciation the Brown 
Trust for financial assistance the data analysis phase this study. 

Ernest Mowrer, Family Disorganization, Chicago: The Uni- 
versity Press, 1927, 110. 

Meyer Nimkoff, Marriage and the Family, New York: Hough- 
ton Mifflin Company, 1947, pp. 255-256. 

Burgess and Harvey Locke, The Family, New 
York: American Book Company, 1945, passim. 


Reuben Hill his 1951 revision Willard Waller’s 
book, The Family, suggests that fairly useful line 
analysis that which looks upon the marriage group 
decision-making association.”* Burgess and Wallin have 
pointed out that one the family’s necessary and central 
activities decision recent years more and 
more texts the field the family have given some space 
the process family decision making under variety 
titles, such problem solving, power and authority, 
dominance and submission and the like. These texts postu- 
late the democratic form the ideal towards which couples 
should strive since they consider this form family life 
conducive better mental health and/or more well round- 
personality structures for the coming generation. 

Some writers seem identify this ideal equalitarian 
family with joint decision making the husband and 
wife, while others identify with joint decision making 
the husband, wife and older children. For example, 
Burgess states that “Democracy essentially the recog- 
nition husband and wife mutuality decision mak- 
Harold Christensen, the other hand, says that 
“This means that children are given voice family mat- 
ters just soon they are old enough make their wants 
more ambigious statement which seems 
imply that all members the family should included 
the remark Ogburn and Nimkoff that “In the democrat- 
pattern, decisions are arrived discussion and con- 
sensus, compromise and majority 

The literature the field the family would also lead 
believe that although the American father yester- 
year may have announced decisions fiat, decisions 
today’s American family are increasingly the product 


Waller, The Family, Revised Reuben Hill, New 


York: Dryden Press, 1951, 339. 

Burgess and Paul Wallin, Engagement and Mar- 
riage, New York: Lippincott, 1953, 456. 

Burgess, “Companionship Marriage the United 
States,” Recherches sur Famille, edited Nels Anderson, 
Volume Seminaire 1954 Seminaire International Recehrche 
sur Famille Institut, UNESCO des Science Sociales, Co- 
logne, Tubingen: J.C.B. Mohr (Paul 1956, 73. 

Christensen, Marriage Analysis, New York: The 
Ronald Press, 1950, 384. 

William Ogburn and Meyer Nimkoff, Technology and the 
Changing Family, New York: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1955, 
10. 
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the participation several members. For example, Bur- 
gess and Wallin® maintain that today’s family, decisions 
tend the result the joint action the father and 
the mother, with the children taking active part they 
grow older. 


the American family reality moving the direc- 
tion the so-called democratic toward the equalitarian 
family the literature implies, examination who 
makes decisions the family general and for specific 
family maintenance activities should reflect pattern 
participation both fathers and mothers. the time 
the children have reached their teens one might logically 
expect them included the decision making process 
along with their parents. 

This paper will attempt examine the extent which 
decision making sample families reflects the joint 
family centered pattern general and for each three 
areas family activity, namely, income production and 
use, household tasks and the control and care children. 

The data upon which the present analysis based were 
obtained the city Tampa, Florida, part broader 
study concerned with the division labor within the 
The sample represents families with one more 
children attending the eight public and private high 
schools Tampa during April 1953. The 1,584 respon- 
dents were enrolled the tenth grade and represent 
per cent Tampa’s tenth grade population. The informa- 
tion used this paper was obtained from 1,027 ques- 
tionnaires representing non-broken white families con- 
taining responses the question: Generally, 
family are made by: (1) father, (2) mother, 
(3) mother and father equally, (4) family council— 
parents and the children talk over and make the 
decisions, (5) the children and (6) one. 

Besides the question concerned with who generally made 
decisions the family, the respondents were asked who 
their family participated deciding who was par- 
ticipate activities, nine which were concerned with 
income production and use, area which may con- 
sidered the bailiwick fathers yesteryear. Eighteen 
the activities centered the household maintenance area 
and sixteen the care and control children, areas for 
which mothers generally have been responsible. 

The median age fathers was years, mothers 
years and respondents years. The fathers and mothers 
had been married median years and had median 
2.2 children whom median 1.9 were still living 
home. The median education fathers and mothers was 
approximately years. Over one-half the fathers and 


Burgess and Wallin, Op. Cit., 456. 

Theodore Johannis, Jr., “The Adolescents’ View Father 
Roles Relation Socio-Economic Class,” (Unpublished PhD. 
dissertation, Florida State University, 1955). 
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one-half the mothers who worked were employed 
“blue collar” and service occupations. Seven out ten 
fathers and mothers had been reared the southeastern 
section the United States. The families were either 
the pre-launching the launching stage the family life 
cycle. 

examine the responses the teenage respondents 
the question who generally makes the decisions 
the family, find that they saw the father and mother 
the joint decision making team per cent the cases. 
additional per cent the families, the children 
joined their parents part the family decision making 
team. other words, nearly three-fourths the fami- 
lies studied, both father and mother were found usually 
participate family decision making and one family 
out nine the parents were joined their children. 
per cent the families, the father was reported 
the decision maker and per cent the mother. But 
per cent the children saw themselves the central de- 
cision makers and per cent the cases did they state 
that one family made the decisions. 

put another way, the hypothesis that decision mak- 
ing joint affair today’s American family far 
the father and mother are concerned, supported the 
data presented above. However, our respondents see family 
decision making function the adult role, only 
one family nine did they include the children part 
the family’s decision making team. 

Significantly more families were found matricen- 
tric and less equalitarian when the father and mother 
had completed different amounts education (p. .05) 
than when both parents went school for the same number 
years. 

Decision making was found not associated with 
the type occupation held fathers nor with the type 
occupation held mothers when she was gainfully em- 
ployed. However, significantly more matricentric and less 
equalitarian families were found among those families 
which the mother worked than among those which 
she was housewife only .02). 

significant differences were found who generally 
made family decisions similarity and difference 
fathers and mothers regard to: (1) the region which 
they were socialized and (2) whether they were reared 

Significantly more male respondents than female re- 
spondents saw their families patricentric and more fe- 
males than males either equalitarian democratic 
the sense using family council .01). 

One might well ask what extent are the decisions con- 
cerned with activities which were once largely done 
fathers shared among the several family members. One 
may also ask what extent are the decisions concerned 
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TABLE 


PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS DECIDING WHO WILL PARTICIPATE 
SELECTED FAMILY ECONOMIC ACTIVITY* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


=F amily Member(s) 


A Shared Teenage Teenage 

Decision Father Mother Son Daughter 

Activity Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
Selects large household 53.8 72.5 76.4 4.3 3.8 
Shops for furniture and 50.4 61.3 84.2 3.7 5.5 
Plans family’s savings 69.5 69.0 3.1 1.2 
Shops for family’s new 41.5 84.2 46.2 10.8 7.9 
33.9 90.1 3.0 18.6 
38.5 85.7 11.7 12.1 
92.7 31.7 8.3 
53.8 92.7 90.1 11.7 18.6 


* The items are listed in rank order according to the percentage of the families in which the decision making was shared, i.e., usually participated in by two 


or more members of the famly. 


with activities traditionally the responsibility mothers 
shared other family members. was hypothesized 
that today’s family had reality moved toward the joint 
participation fathers and mothers the decision mak- 
ing process indicated above would reflected the 
economic area, area dominated fathers yesteryear 
and the control household tasks and the children, 
activities which were dominated mothers yesteryear. 

Deciding who was participate the nine economic 
activities selected for study was found shared 


054 per cent the families. (See Table for details.) 


For only two items, selecting large household equipment 
and shopping for furniture, was the decision making found 
shared more than one-half the families. The 
least shared these activities was deciding who was 
earn money for the family which was shared per 
cent the families, role traditionally assigned fathers, 
and who was shop for groceries which was shared 
per cent the families, role traditionally assigned 
mothers. 

the household task area (See Table 2), the propor- 
tion families which decision making was found 


TABLE 


PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS DECIDING WHO WILL PARTICIPATE 
SELECTED HOUSEHOLD TASKS* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


Member(s) 


A Shared Teenage Teenage 

Decision Father Mother Son Daughter 

Task Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
66.5 39.5 31.9 11.3 
Picks end puts clothes 14.6 89.9 13.1 24.4 
24.0 74.4 30.2 22.1 3.5 
Does main meal’s dishes 23.0 13.4 78.2 7.6 24.1 
Takes care 21.5 39.5 56.4 20.4 11.6 
Clears table for main 19.1 11.2 80.9 7.3 22.8 
7.9 87.1 5.0 23.4 
10. Does ironing 6.6 85.3 2.6 23.1 
12. Does breakfast 8.9 82.5 4.7 13.4 
6.6 85.3 2.6 23.1 
11.9 83.7 2.8 11.1 
9.1 83.5 4.0 12.5 
17. Gets breakfast 13.4 87.7 12.6 26.6 
18. Mends family’s 7.1 89.7 2.4 8.6 
High 33.0 74.4 89.9 31.9 26.6 
Low 11.1 6.6 30.2 2.4 


* The items are listed in rank order according to the percentage of the families in which the decision making was ehared, i.e., usually participated in by two 


or more members of the famly. 
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TABLE 
PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS DECIDING WHO WILL PARTICIPATE 
SELECTED CHILD CARE AND CONTROL ACTIVITIES* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


A Shared 


Member(s) 


Teenage Teenage 

Decision Father Mother Son Daughter 

Activity Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent Per cent 
Teaches children right from wrong and correct 67.2 72.6 87.6 3.9 4.1 
Sees children have fun 60.8 82.3 12.8 13.8 
Teaches children facts and skills 59.5 72.4 76.0 7.2 4.2 
Helps children choose what they will after finish 52.9 59.7 68.5 15.0 13.3 
Punishes children for doing wrong 52.8 70.2 75.2 
Sees children have good table 44.5 45.2 83.4 7.6 13.0 
Helps children with school work 41.0 45.9 64.7 15.2 15.0 
10. Sees that children bed 40.8 48.5 74.8 8.8 8.6 
Cares for children when sick 35.9 92.3 2.4 4.2 
12. Sees children get school work 31.1 28.5 78.0 10.3 13.0 
13. Sees children eat right 25.9 84.7 9.5 10.8 
14. Sees children get time 24.5 74.4 8.3 9.4 
15. Sees children wear right 16.7 11.1 75.5 15.5 18.0 
67.2 72.6 92.3 15.5 18.0 

The items are listed rank order according the percentage the families which the decision making was shared, i.e., usually participated two 


or more members of the famly. 


shared ranged from per cent mending the family’s 
clothes per cent deciding who was take care 
the yard. 

the child care and control area (See Table the 
range shared decisions was from per cent seeing 
that the children get dressed per cent deciding who 
teach the children right from wrong and correct be- 
havior. Decisions four other child care 
activities—seeing that the children have fun, teaching 
children facts and skills, helping children choose what they 
will when they finish school and punishing children for 
wrong doing—were shared somewhat more than one- 
half the families studied. 

put another way, decision making was found 
shared one-half more the families for only seven 
the forty-three activities selected for study. Decision mak- 
ing was found more frequently shared activities 
which traditionally may have been participated both 
fathers and mothers, for example—teaching children right 
from wrong and the selection large household equip- 
ment, and least frequently shared activities which 
have traditionally been the bailiwick one parent, for 
example—seeing that the children wear the right clothes 
and earning money for the family. 

other words, joint decision making hasn’t moved 
very far from the traditional pattern yesteryear when 
one studies the process item item for these families 
the pre-launching and launching stages the family life 
cycle. 

Thus far have been concerned with the participation 
the decision making process the principle adult mem- 
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bers the family, fathers and mothers. Let’s examine the 
role teenage sons and daughters this process for 
moment. today’s family has moved toward the demo- 
cratic process terms equalitarianism that includes 
all members should find considerable proportion 
teenage sons and daughters playing active role the 
decision making process. 

This does not turn out the case when one examines 
the responses teenage males and teenage females con- 
cerned with who decides who the activities. For 
example the percentage teenage sons playing role 
deciding who economic activities varied from 
per cent who shop for the family’s clothes 
per cent who shop for groceries. The range for 
teenage females was found from per cent plan- 
ning family savings per cent shopping for family 
clothes. 

the household task area, participation for males 
deciding ranged from per cent who mend the 
family’s clothes per cent caring for the yard. The 
low-high figures for teenage females this area family 
activity were per cent fixing broken things per 
cent who get breakfast. 

relatively similar pattern was found for the child care 
and control area where the range for participation 
teenage sons was from per cent deciding who 
punish the children per cent seeing children wear 
the right clothes; for teenage daughters this range was 
per vent punishing children per cent 
seeing children wear the right clothes. 

other words both teenage sons and daughters see 


q 
4 
4 
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themselves playing little part deciding who the 
note that the low proportion participation the indi- 
vidual items for sons and daughters relatively similar 
their participation revealed responses the gen- 
eralized question family decision making. 

This same observation does not hold for the participa- 
tion fathers and mothers for, although the general level 
sharing for the items was relatively low, our inform- 
ants reported high level sharing for fathers and 
mothers the general question concerned with decision 
making the family. Just what factors operated gene- 
rate this apparent discrepancy remains topic for further 
research. 

conclusion—the existence the ideal democratic 
family decision making team comprised father, mother 
and older children not supported the data concerned 
with deciding who specific activities. However, the 


Working Mothers and Child Care 


Nearly 400,000 children under have care for 
themselves while their mothers work, and 138,000 these 
children are less than years old, Mrs. Katherine 
Oettinger, Chief the Children’s Bureau, said recently. 

Among children under years age, child 
whose mother works must look out for himself for vary- 
ing periods, Mrs. Oettinger said. the age group 
and alone, one five without any care while his 
mother work. 

These were among the findings special survey con- 
ducted for the Children’s Bureau the Census. The study 
covered the arrangements made working mothers for 
care their children during May, 1958. 

mothers the labor force with children 
under has more than doubled since 1950, Mrs. Oettinger 
said. 

During the 1958 period studied the Census Bureau, 
total 2,873,000 mothers were working full time. 
their 6,665,000 children, 5,073,000 were under years 
age. 

While most the children for whom day care arrange- 
ments were made were cared for either fathers rela- 
tives while their mothers worked, about 1,034,000 were 
looked after non-relatives who either came into the 
children’s homes cared for them their own homes. 
About 24,000 children under three and 67,000 children 
between and were group care. 

Nearly one every four the working mothers had 
only children who were under six years age. 

Some 231,000 were temporarily not living with their 
husbands, and 308,000 were divorced widowed. 


existence the equalitarian family which the father- 
mother team controls decision making supported re- 
sponses the general decision making question. The re- 
sponses the general question decision making indicate 
that male and female adolescents see family decision mak- 
ing differently and that future research will have take this 
into account. The responses the general question were 
all probability mixture what the respondents thought 
ought and what or, other words, mixture role 
terms expectancy with observed role performance. 
These sex differences were not observed the cases the 
activities. 

These data indicate that the education fathers and 
mothers and the gainful employment mothers are as- 
sociated with family decision making. Further analyses 
the data concerned with the relationship between the socio- 
economic characteristics fathers and mothers and the 
decision making process are underway. 


The study showed that about every the working 
mothers were sales clerical workers, and about one 
held managerial professional position. 

“These figures,” Mrs. Oettinger said, “tell great 
deal about the gaps which exist services for children 
working mothers. 

community should alarmed that young children 
under have fend for themselves while their mothers 
work. These children are most apt fall prey accidents 
harmful influences without proper adult supervision. 

“In addition, the Children’s Bureau firmly believes that 
very young children, especially those under three, should 
not cared for groups. They need individual atten- 
tion from their mothers, from mother substitute, dur- 
ing this period important forming their life patterns.” 

Many the mothers who work, and especially those 
with very young children, out economic neces- 
sity, Mrs. Oettinger pointed out. 

feel that communities need recognize this situa- 
tion and take the slack providing day care pro- 
grams for the protection these children,” Mrs. Oettinger 
said. “The Children’s Bureau, together with the 
Bureau the Department Labor, conducting na- 
tional survey find out the interests and activities na- 
tional organizations this field. 

“The special study which the Census Bureau conducted 
our request gives some much needed clues the 
size this problem. hope the results the study will 
stimulate States and communities make fresh exam- 
ination the problem within their borders.” Source: 
Children’s Bureau News Release. 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


Department Editor 
Oregon College Education, Monmouth, Oregon 


Ralph Eckart, Professor Family Relations the Uni- 
versity Connecticut, will conduct Family Life Con- 
ference Montana State College, Bozeman, Montana June 
22-26. will assisted Mrs. Eckert. The theme the 
workshop “Toward More Human Human Beings.“ 
Further information may obtained from the Department 
Home Economics the above institution. 


workshop Social Gerontology will offered the 
department Social Sciences, University Idaho, June 
15-26. The workshop designed meet the needs pro- 
fessional persons who work with the aging, and others who 
may generally interested this project. For further in- 
formation contact Harry Harmsworth, Chairman, De- 
partment Sociology, University Idaho, Moscow, 


Idaho. 


workshop Family Life Eductation will held 
Eastern Washington College, Cheney, Washington June 
6-17, 1959 under the direction Ruth Osborne. Con- 
tact the Director Summer School for further informa- 
tion. 


class for pre-school parents has been organized the 
Adult Vocation Division the Salem, Oregon Public 
Schools under the administration Paul Wilmeth. 


Arthur Glogau will teach Sociology 338, Marriage and 
the Family during the summer session Oregon College 
Education, Monmouth. 


Marie Rousseau has resigned Supervisor the Adult 
Family Life Education program the Portland Public 
Schools order enter the happy state matrimony. 


Mary Reed, Associate Professor Family Life and 
Home Administration Oregon State College recently 
taught class for parents “Living and Learning with 
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Pre-School Children” Salem, Oregon. This summer she 
plans conduct workshop for Cooperative Nursery 


School Teachers Portland. 


Troy Strong, past president the Pacific Northwest 
Council Family Relations, currently teaching course 
entitled “The Growth Cycle” the Seattle Public Schools 
part the Schools Family Life Education Series. 


Will Drum, Associate Professor Sociology, Univer- 
sity Oregon, presented talk the Medford, Oregon 
Mental Health Association “What Type Adult 
Your Child Going Be?” March also talked 
“Childhood and Marriage” May Longview, Wash- 
ington the annual meeting the Washington State Home 
Economics Association. 


Three talks Modern Marriage have been presented 
the Roundtable Oregon State College during the winter 
term. Lester Kirkendall spoke marriage readiness, 
Warren Hovland religion family life and Henry 
Schalock tasks couples face during early marriage. 


Norman Sundberg, Associate Professor Psy- 
chology, University Oregon, presented paper “The 
Problem Family Assessment” symposium the 
role psychological testing the joint meeting the 
Oregon and Washington Psychological Associations held 
Seattle University, May 1959. 

Sundberg explored the problems developing objec- 
tive assessment techniques for describing family inter- 
action. His paper was concerned with developing sys- 
tematic ways placing the family its cultural and 
social context, presenting the role patterns within the 
family, exploring interpersonal needs and attitudes and 
studying the processes interaction especially “interactive 
learning.” 


The officers and members the Board Directors the 
Pacific Northwest Council Family Relations for the year 
1959-1960 are follows: 


Officers: President—Mrs. Ruby Bunnell, 1890 State 
Street, Salem, Oregon. Harms- 
worth, Department Sociology, University Idaho, 
Moscow, Idaho. Vice-President—Curtis Avery, Direc- 
tor, Brown, Trust, Portland, Oregon, Secretary- 
Treasurer—Mrs. Fern Fratzke, Independence, Oregon. 

British Columbia: Mrs. Gertrude McGill (Mrs. W.) 
3441 Mayfair Drive, Victoria (1961). Kenneth Shores, 
Treatment Director, Seven Oaks Children’s Centre, Vic- 
toria (1960). Roy Watson, Department Anthro- 
pology, Victoria College, Victoria (1962). 

Idaho: Mrs. Florence Aller, Head, Department Home 
Economics, Northwest Nazarene College, Nampa (1962). 
Norma Barnes, Associate Professor Home Economcis, 
Idaho State College, Pocatello (1960). Third member yet 
appointed. 

Montana: Catherine Nutterville, Professor Psychol- 
College Great Falls, Great Falls (1960). Raymond 
Troyer, Associate Professor Education, Eastern Mon- 


tana College, Billings (1962). Miss Amy Wold, Family 
Life Specialist, Montana Extension Service, Bozman 
(1961). 

Oregon: Theodore Johannis, Jr., Assistant Professor 
Sociology, University Oregon, Eugene (1961). Lester 
Kirkendall, Professor Family Life and Home Admin- 
istration, Oregon State College, Corvallis (1960). Adolph 
Weinzirl, M.D., Professor and Head, Department Pre- 
ventive Medicine and Public Health, University Oregon 
Medical School, Portland (1962). 

Washington: Richard Lawrence, School Social 
Work, University Washington, Seattle (1960). Ivan 
Nye, Director, Sociological Research Laboratory, State 
College Washington, Pullman (1961). John Williams, 
Marriage Counselor, Seattle (1962). 


The officers and members the executive committee 
the Oregon Coordinating Council Social Hygiene and 
Family Life for the year 1959-1960 include: Adolph Wein- 
zerl, Chairman; Ralph Sullivan, Vice-Chairman; Curtis 
Avery, Secretary-Treasurer; Will Drum, Fern Fratzke, 
Lester Kirkendall, and Samuel Osgood, members the 
Executive Committee. 


INDEX— VOLUME VII SEPTEMBER 1958 JUNE 1959 


AUTHORS 


Avery, Curtis The Family Life Bookshelf. Vol. March) 
1959. pp. 54-56. 


Brown, Bruce Ministerial Marriage Counseling Lower-Class 
Setting. Vol. VII (1, September) 1958. pp. 10-16. 


Spurgeon The Individual and the Family Setting. Vol. 
VII (4, June) 1959. pp. 59-63. 


The Family Life Bookshelf. Vol. (2, December) 1958, pp. 29- 
30, Vol. VII (3, March) 1959), pp. 54-56. 


Arthur (Ed) Pacific Northwest Family Life News and 
Notes. Vol. VII (1, September) 1958. 16; Vol. VII (2, De- 
cember) 1958. pp. 31-32; Vol. (3, March) 1959. 56; Vol. 
(4, June) 75. 

Teaching Technique For Course Marriage and the 
Family: Survey the Married Student Population. Vol. VII 
(2, December) 1958. pp. 26-27. 

Frank Problems the Organization Health and Human 
Relations (Sex Education) the Public Schools. Vol. VII (2, 
December) 1958. pp. 19-20. 

Theodore Jr.The Family Bookshelf. Vol. VII (2, De- 
cember) 1958. pp. 29-30. 

Married College Students and Their Honeymoon. Vol. VII 

(3, March) 1959. pp. 39-40. 


Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teenage Sons and 

Daughters Selected Social Activity. (2, December) 

1958. pp. 24-25. 

Teaching Technique: Editorial Comment. Vol. VII (2, 

December) 1958. pp. 27-28. 

and James Rollins, Teenager Perception Family De- 
cision Making. Vol. VII. (4, June) 1959. pp. 70-74. 

Lester Semantics and Sexual Communication. Vol. 
VII (4, June) 1959. pp. 63-65. 

Kovarsky, The Absolute Divorce the Pacific Northwest. 
Vol. VII (3, March) 1959. pp. 41-53. 

Shirley Teaching Family Living Junior High. Vol. VII (4, 
June) 1959. pp. 66-69. 

Paciric Annual Meeting. Vol. VII (3, March) 
1959. 38. 

James See Theodore Johannis, Jr. 

Walter and Carol Stone Factors Associated with 
Family Affection Patterns. Vol. VII (2, December) 1958. pp. 
21-24. 

Carol See Walter Slocum. 

Treat, David Generation Prepared Parents. Vol. VII (1, 
September) 1958. pp. 3-9. 

Sylvia For Sale-Successful Family Life. Vol. (3, March) 
1959. pp. 35-38. 


the coordinator 


| 
q 
q 


al 
x 


